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To our fellow-Christians in America, the Address of the Annual Meet* 

ing of the Congregational Union of Scotland, held in Dundee, on 

Thursday, the sixteenth day of April, 1840. 

Our Beloved Brethren, — In fulfilment of a resoluticm passed at 
the annual joaeeting of the Congregational Union of Scotland, held in 
Dundee on the 16th day of April, 1840, we again address you. We 
feel the utmost freedom in renewing our communications with you on 
the painiul suhject of slavery because we are more than ever satisfied 
of the truth and urgency of the reasons against the system of slavery, 
which have been embodied in the addresses, emanating from the sam 
body, for several years successively : because in pressing our views 
upon your careful and devout consideration, we are using a right 
which our common profession of Christianity gives ; and especially 
because the representations of former years have been received and 
acknowledged by some Christian communities amongst you, in a man- 
ner 90 kind 'and fraternal, that it would be as ungenerous as unwise in 
us, not to renew these tokens of our fervent interest in your spiritual 
welfare and religious reputation. 

It gives us the highest pleasure to know that so many of you are 
convinced, as well as ourselves, of the sin of slaveholding and slave- 
dealing ; and that you are moved, in consequence, to use the most 
strenuous and persevering exertions to cleanse the land from its abom- 
inations. Brethren, our hearts are entirely with you, — our prayer is, 
that the number of such may be "greatly multiplied," that your 
counsels may be wise, your zeal untiring, your efforts united and 
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effective, your success speedy and abundant. It is a much more 
grateiiil task to concur and congratulate, than to remonstrate and 
reprove. We would rather be' called to stimulate our American 
brethren, when they were already active — to touch responsive chords 
in the bosoms of those who were "willing of themselves" — ^to 
strengthen the firm purposes of sincere and vigorous godliness, than 
to complain of sinful apathy, or to arouse from inactivity, which 
implicates them in the crime which they do not denounce. It is with 
disappointment, and distress, and shame, to which you can perhaps 
scarcely give cred«ice, that we look at so large a body of professing 
Christians in your country at this moment consigning their fellow- 
men, some of whom are professors of the same faith with themselves, 
to the wrongs and indignities of hopeless bondage; whilst many more, 
not slaveholders or slave dealers, are the strenuous defenders of the 
existing system; and many more, protecting and fostering it by 
Uieir connivance and countenance. The slave system, as it exists in 
your country, is awfully comprehensive of evil ; the crimes which feed 
and sustain it are nameless for their enormity ; the vices which it 
nourishes in its various departments are wide-spreading and execrable; 
the wrongs which it inflicts on the body, mind, and spirit of the 
bondsman (and of him who holds him in bondage) are incalculable ; 
Slid our amazement exceeds utterance, that any professing the name 
of Christ shoiild not see and own the system to be throughout^ 
intensely criminal, — should not, at every hazard and sacrifice, escape 
from the contact and contamination of such a physical and moral 
pestilence, — rshould not, as by the instinctive and irresistible impulses 
of hb nature, devote himself to denounce and destroy it. We cannot 
but think, that if our brethren would calmly examine the system, by 
the light of Holy Scripture (not to speak of natural reason and equity,) 
and deliver themselves from the delusive subtleties of abstract specu* 
lation, they must surely conclude, that they could not, in consistency 
with their Christian profession, without a dishonorable stain on their 
character, without a withering blight upon vital religion, and a most 
manifest bounty upon worldliness and infidelity, actively support, or io 
any way countenance, such a system. With what truth can they 
hold forth the gospel of Jesus Christ, as a system of which the features, 
and withal the fruits, are righteousness, mercy, love, and purity, if it 
can cover under its name, or shelter by its doctrines, a system, of 
which oppression, and cruelty, and crime, are " the spirit and power ?" 
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To hold their feUow-mea in bondage, as absolute saleable property > 
is a sin in any ; and can the professed followers of Christ, who bow 
to his sceptre, venerate his laws, and have learned at his feet the spirit 
c^ meekness and benevolence which he l»reathed and inculcated, put 
their hand to this work of wickedness ? Eirperience and observaticm 
teach us the great power of prejudice in biasing the judgment ; and 
for this, brethren, we would allow amply in your favor ; but, can you 
hide from yourselves, that in countenancing and supporting slavery, 
you are living in sm ? Are you not assured, if you reflect, that while 
this sin is cherished, your souls must be blasted and with^ed ; that 
insincerity must be established, as if by a law, in the hearts of the 
worshipers of that God who will have men to '* lift up holy hands" 
unto him ; and that the godliness which will survive such habitual 
quenching of the Spirit, must be transformed into the "spirit of bond- 
age" — the very drudgery and dregs of spiritual life ? 

You allow it, brethren, to be a truth in morals, that our consciences 
may b^ chained with the guilt of practices in which we do not actively 
or directly share, if these practices are sheltered by our countenance, 
and protected by our silence respecting their encninity, or our inactivity 
towards their restraint and abolition. On this principle, if you leave 
any legitimate means unemployed, or any practicable or probable 
methods unattempted, for removing this disgraceful and cruel system 
from your borders, you become its patron^ and protectors. It is possible 
that we, at this distance, may not be fully acquainted with all the 
difficulties of your position as a nation, especially of the several States 
in relaticm to the Union ; and it is possible we may have underrated 
these difficulties.* We are not conscious of wronging you even in 
thought. But, taking these obstacles at their highest estimate, unless 
&ey forbid' any movement whatever on your part in this great enter- 
prise of mercy, you are bound, as men and as Christians, to make 
what ex^pctiaos yoa can. If you have not ML liberty of action, it it 
yours to use the liberty you have. You have not every advantage 
desirable or possible f<x contending with this gigantic evil ; but great 

* In his speech, at Edinburgh, Mr. Bimey said, in allusion to this Re- 
monstrance,-^*' The address is a capital production, with the exception of 
one single point. It says that there may be difficulties in the way of 
emancipation, with which they (the addressers) were not acquainted. The 
&ct is, there are no difficulties whatever. [Hear.] The only difficulty w 
the want of will." [Laughter.] 



adrantages may be procured and created. Inaetmty caiknot be ga\k' 
less until you have done "whatsoever your hand findetli to da" 
Brethren ! "necessity is upon you,** and, harsh as the judgment may 
seem, we cannot see our escape from the obligation, but by dishonor* 
log or abjuring your most holy faith. 

A most urgent reason for immediate and uncompromising hostili^ 
o the system of slavery, arises from the fact, that thousands who am 
members of your churches are the active agents of its unmitigated haas 
rors. A most injurious and fatal element is thus diffused throughoot 
the religious community : " a little leaven leaveneth the whole {umpw* 
Association tends to bring men to a common level. In the soil of suck 
hearts godliness cannot flourish. The other portion of the chuidi 
must, by commimion with them, be deteriorated and corrupted. The 
tone of spiritual principle and sentiment is lowered. The wh(d« 
diurch is brought into fearful danger and certain injury. There is, of 
necessity, a reserve in the general heart in fiivor of notorious iDJustke 
and iniquity, — sound spiritual health is therefore impossible. And by 
so much as the character of the chtlrch is stained, its influence fot 
good is diminished. Men are compelled, despite of every contrary in* 
dination, to view with suspicion even the religious activity and eattat* 
prise of a community thus seriously vitiated ; — what would in 
other circumstances be regarded as the unequivocal indications of 
qfnritual prosperity are distrusted, and With apparent reason, as if they 
w^e the uncandid attempt (not unknown in the history of the church) 
to cover the neglect of one duty by counterbalancing zeal in thediB* 
diarge of another. Bethink you, dear brethren, of these consequent 
ees, which your own spiritual sympathies will set before you, we trusty 
with greater efieot than the most elaborate portraiture by us^ If vital 
godliness decay in thechurdi ; if the fountain of spiritual health be 
poisoned, whence are to come the streams to refresh and beautify iht 
^rsty land, and change the wildemess into a fruitful field ? - Thefe it 
Iwt one way in which such a dreadful calamity may be averted : — 
'■Wash you, make you clean, put away the evil of your duiogs fram 
befcNre the eyes of the Lord; cease to do evil; learn to do well, seek 
judgment^ relieiie the eppnssed^ judge the fatherless^ plead for the 
widovs.^^ 

But such a change we Cannot anticipate while the great body of yoa 
admit and cherish so inveterately the prejudice against color. Thia 
fngudice, of which the friends of justice and humanity complain, ma 
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tane of tbe main sttp]»orts of the slave-system, and ooe of the greatest 
barriers to their successful struggle with it, we can think of, only with 
amazement approaching to incredulity. It is a weakness we can 
scarcely allow in you. It is an infringement of right reason quite m^ 
WOTthy of an enlightened people. It is based on a falsehood, to which 
fiu^ts, palpable as noon-day, are giving contradiction ; for the persons 
who are despised for a peculiarity merely corporeal and superficial^ are 
the owners of the high faculties of man ; and many of them, by the 
cultivation of their mind and the virtue of their character, may be an 
honor to any country, and an ornament to any society. It is vejcatiofoa 
Injustice to punish as a crime what none can with any show of reasoB 
allege to bear that character. It is an indication of impiety; for it 
poors contempt on the work oi God, and quarrels with the decrees oi 
his providence. 

If it were necessary to extend our reasons further for the coarse to 
wiiich we affectionately invite you, we should bid you cast your eyei 
OD your rising youth, the pride of the nation, the hope oi the chuieb. 
This stain on your name and religion cannot escape their observant 
eye. They Wl very likely be perplexed and confounded by the mani* 
fest contrariety of your principles and your practices. When they se* 
a system so '* earthly, sensual, devilish,'^ supported by some of yoo^ 
countenanced by others, tenderly dealt with by most, they will very 
likely cast the weight of your example into the scale of their worldly 
interests, — perhaps thenccfjrward despise the authority, or deny the 
origin, and certainly corrupt the quality of the religion you would teadi 
them ; and when your eyes see, or your foreboding hearts shall pro* 
phetically picture to you, your posterity denying the power of that r»* 
ligion whose form they retain, or in pro\id and presumptuous infidelity 
defying Heaven in their courses — conscience may say to you, in emhit'^ 
tered accents : ^ Have ye not procured these things for yourselves V* 

Nothing scans more truly calculated to gmtify the cravings of tha 
scoffer at our holy religion, than yoQr countenance of slavery. Th* 
gainsayer takes bis stand upon your practices, and you are not the de» 
fenders of the &ith than can weaken his position. You may there* 
(ore reasonably question whether your connection with slavery is not 
doing greater injury to religion than the most combined and self-deny^ 
ing efforts can do for its defence and propagation. 

Brethren, what shall we say more ? We might appeal to your reth 
«9ti ms men< disown the great practical untruth to which you havt 



8 ADDKS68. 

givm currency under your hand, that man may lawfully hold hiB fei* 
low in bonda^, — ^may give to man the place of the brute, and change 
the living responsible agent into a mere chattel ! — to your wisdom m 
politicians : attempt not to bind your society together with that which 
now weakens, and may ultimately dissolve and desolate your nation : 
to your consistency as Americans — the friends and advocates of free- ' 
dom: whilst you exult in liberty and independence, lift your foot fr:oin 
the neck of your prostrate brother ; belie i^ot in your acts the boastings 
of your lips; turn not the lofly notes of freedom into the croakings of 
hypocritical selfishness: — to your sincerity as patriots: foment not ' 
these smouldering and scarcely hidden fires that may suddenly bunt 
forth to desolate your altars and your homes : — to the tender sympo' 
tides of your domestic and relative affection : do not wrench and sacri- 
fice those affections in others, which constitute the honor, and happi- 
ness, and excellence of your own being : but we appeal especially, and 
with lively hope, to you, as the disciples of Jesus Christ, If yimr 
Lord*s commands are binding on you, you will " do justly and love 
mercy" — ^you will " do good to all men as you have opportunity,'* and 
at least render to them that which is *' just and ^ual" — ^you will 
" owe no man anything," and therefore not withhold ffbm him his 
dearest rights and pleasures. If your Lord^s spirit be attractive to you^ 
and you ** know the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ," you will culti- 
vate *' the mind which was also" in Him ; you will " condescend to men 
of low estate ;" you will " look, not every man to his own things, but 
every man also on the things of others." If your Lord's love constrain 
yoUf you will *^ glory in his cross," and thus be crucified to the wcvld, 
and the world unto you ;" you will not suffer worldly advantage nor 
any other idol to dispute his supremacy, or restrict his honor and obe- 
dience as the Lord of the heart and conscience. If your Lord^s caus€ 
be dear to you, you will " hold forth the word of life ;" you will, by 
" manifestation of the truth," commend it " to every man's conscience 
in the sight of God," and by embodying in your life the equitable and 
benevolent spirit of the gospel, give no *' occasion to the enemies of the 
Lord to blaspheme." 

To those bearing the Christian name, engaged in slaveholding, we 
say, with all fidelity and affection, — ^Review once more the first prin- 
ciples of the gospel. Own, as you surely must perceive, the sinfulness 
of the traffic in the pilfered rights and liberties of your fellow-men. 
Wash your hands at once from the dishonorable defilement. Deliver 



jrour consciences from die crashing load of gmH. Bresk tlie fetters in 
which your souls have until now been hdd. Enter into the fEdl liberty 
of Christ, which consists in honormg his authority and law& Suffer^ 
ing and loss may await you ; but were it martyrdom itself^ the spirits €f( 
sainted martyrs invite you to the sacrifice ; Christ's promises will sus- 
tain you — his shadow will cover you— and his unchanging ^rror be 
your everlasting crown. 

Let those whose hands are not engaged in the work of oppression, 
\eep their hearts free from contamination. The guilt of' those whom 
you own as brethren, should open up the fountain of sorrow in yx)UT 
spirits. By so much as they come " short of the glory of God," be it 
yours to stand forth with " garments unspotted," as witoesses, for the 
righteousness, and benevolence, and purity, which the gospel incul- 
cates. Suffer not sin upon your brethren, or you make it your own. 
Abjure all maxims of worldly policy, when they would set aside the 
authority of Christ. Deliver your souls at once and forever from co- 
partnery in crime. Inactivity is guilt in the sight of your Divine Mas- 
ter. Compromise is treachery to his interests. Timidity is distrust 
and disaffection. Abandonment of the cause of the poor and oppressed, 
is apostacy from you^ high and holy calling. " Be strong, quit you 
like men." 

Let our colored brethren who have obtained the blessings of freedom 
bear, with the meekness of Christ, the wrongs to which they are still 
subjected. You, dear brethren, need no stimulus from us to hate 
slavery, and hunt the loathsome system to the death. " Go, and the 
Lord be with you." You will repress, however, as befits you, every 
excess of natural indignation at the remembrance of your own, or the 
sight of your brother's injuries, lest natural passion should hurry you 
into word or act that would embitter your spirit, defile your conscience, 
and ultimately injure your great and godlike enterprise. 

Our dearly beloved brethren who are still in bonds, — ^we would re* 
member you as bound with you. We would mingle our tears of sym^* 
pathy with your tears of suffering. But you have a fuller and more 
efidpient sympathy than ours. Ye are the Lord's freedmen. Your 
souls exult in the liberty that sanctifies and expands the immortal 
spirit. In all your sufferings the eye of Heaven beams cai you with 
pity. The Lord puts your tears into his bottle. " For your shame you 
shall have double." " In your patience," dear brethren, " possess ye 
your souls." In the furnace of suffering your heavenly Lord is bright^ 
eoing and beautifying your spirits to adom his diadem of glory. 
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Finally, beloved brethren, our " heart's desire and prayer to God*^ for 
all of you is, that ^* whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are 
honest, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, 
whatsoever things are of good report," you may " think on" and " do^' 
and that " the Gt)d of peace may be with you." 
Subscribed in the name of the Meeting, 

Ralph Wakdlaw, D.D. 
David Russell, D.D. 
James R. Campbell, M.A^ 

A correct copy of the original in ray posseffsion. 

JAMES R. CAMPBELL, M. A. 
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The Address ccmtained in the preceding pages, was recently fop- 
^warded to the editors of our principal religious and anti-slaveiy periodi- 
cals, with a view to its publication throughout the country, and w^ 
accompanied by the following note : — 

Montrose, Scotland, 14th October, 1840. 

Mt dear Sir, — ^You will greatly oblige the esteemed brethren with whom 
my name is associated, and myself, and the Christian body whom w« 
represent, by giving circulation to the enclosed address in your publication. 
Oar only desire is to set our brethren who differ from us right on this mo- 
mentous subject. We trust our ejQTort is made in the spirit of meekness 
and of Christ 

I am, my dear sir. 

Yours very faithfully, 
(Signed) JAMES R. CAMPBELL, M. A. 

Although it has already appeared in several newspapers it has been 
thought best to publish it in pamphlet form, to be sold at a low rate, 
in hopes that the friends of the Redeemer will purchase for distribu- 
tion, and see that it is put into the hands of every man of intelligent 
piety in the land. Everv minister of the gospel, every officer of a 
church, every teacher of youth, every student of theology, every 8U- 
perintendent and teacher of a Sabbath school — ^indeed, every professor 
of religion, of every denomination^ should be put in possession of a copy 
of this most seasonable and admirable Address. It proceeds from a 
body of evangelical and devoted ministers of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
through a committee " whose praise is in the gospel throughout all 
the churches," and is written in a catholic and affectionate, thou£;h 
fidthful spirit These Christian fathers and brethren speak to us the 
langua^ of truth, on a subject of transcendent importance to the 
whole human &mily, and especially to the churches and people of 
this country. Let us not refuse to listen to them with candor and re- 
ject because they are foreigners, and therefore, as some absurdly pre- 
tend, are not well acquainted with the system of slavery, and its 
unhallowed connection with the ministry and churches, in the United 
States. Rather let their faithful address be received with meekness. 
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with gratitude, with self-application, with contrition, with confessioli 
and reformation. " Let the righteous smite me ; it shall he a kind* 
ness: and let him reprove me; it shall he an excellent oil, whidi >r 
shall not break my head." ' 

After so much discussion, and intercourse, the ministers of the go** * 
pel ill Great Britain, at this day, well understand the subject of -iwww^ ^ 
can Slavery as it is. They read our publications, they know the 
proceedings of our ecclesiastical bodies, they see and converse with 
miany of out distinguished men, on both sides of the (juestion, when 
they visit Europe, and are advised, by many faithful witnesses, of th« ? 
state of things in this country. Is it not natural, then, that they should/^ 
judge of the views and feelings of the great body of the American'! 
clergy, and private Christians, with respect to American slavery, esper f 
cially after so much light has been thrown upon the subject, by thbibI 
ACTS ? When they look into the religious periodicals of this countiD' ' 
they find that although, " in the abstract," slavery is far from beii^ 
approved, yet there is usually a studious avoidance of anti-slavery in^: > 
telligence and of discussion on the unpopular subject; when they read ] 
the proceedings of most of our ecclesiastical bodies, they pcrceiye ! 
that the question is an unwelcome theme, and is disposed of br •■! 
some evasive process ; when any of them listen to the preaching^ ana ^ 
prayers in our churches and Christian families, they seldom, it is be- ' 
lieved, hear slavery alluded to as a sin, the system of slave-holding ' 
mentioned as a foul blot upon the nation, the slave commended to the 
protection of the Savior, or the cause of emancipation spread befora 
the throne of grace; when they visit our Sabbath schools or sanctuaries 
they perceive that people of color are, with very few exceptions, placed 
apart, and separated urom the whiles, even at the table of the Lord ; 
and notwithstanding the sympathy that is often professed towards the 
oppressed and our free colored countrymen, they see but few ministers of 
the gospel, o^ private Christians, comparatively, who enter into th«' , 
great subject of emancipation, with a deep concern for the honor and^*' 
welfare en the church and the nation, as connected with this sool* 
destroying sin. It is by this lirkewarmness, fearfulness, silence and 
evasive conduct, that most of our clergy and churches are supporting 
the system of slavery in this land, and the enlightened ministers of thi 
gospel and laymen across the Atlantic know it, and knowing, deplor 
and remonstrate against it. If then we desire to be free from tl 
charge of favoring the existence and perpetuity of American, or as it^ 
sometimes absurdly calle<>" African," Slavery in our midst, it behoovi 
US to listen, with self-application, to the honest and faithful rebuketf 
cf our transatlantic fellow-christians, to humble ourselves before ihm. 
heart-searching and rein-trying God, and to do all in our power to de» ^ 
liver our churches and the nation from the accursed system that bindt^^ 
in fetters of iron nearly one-fifth of all the men, women and children^ in ' 
this country, lessens the confidence of foreign Christians in our snip i 
cerjty and piety, and endangers the spiritual and political welfare df« 
ihe whole people, ^ 
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